II. CAPSTONE FORM

Environmental Studies Program
Independent Study/Directed Research/Directed Field Work/Internship/Senior Honors

ENST 390, 391, 392, 498 or 499 TO BE TAKEN CR/NCR ONL Y*
(*Unless grade option arranged with faculty sponsor)

DATE

FALL SEMESTER YR SPRING SEMESTER YR SUMMER SEMESTER YR

Month/Year of Graduation

Div. of Student’s Major: Arts & Sciences Engineering Other (please specify):
Name: Address: Phone:
SS No.: Email Address:

Please check the appropriate course:
t  ENST 390 Independent Study
1 ENST 391 Directed Research in Environmental Studies
1 ENST 392 Directed Field Work in Environmental Studies
1 ENST 498 Senior Honors Research
1 ENST 499 Senior Honors

Topic or area of study:

Faculty Sponsor: Position:

Sponsor’s Email Address: Phone:

Sponsor’s Mailing Address:

PLEASE SIGN THE FORM BELOW:

For the Student:
I have completed all of the pertinent information and have read the Expectations and General Information.

Signature of Student: Date:

For the Faculty Sponsor:
I have received a copy of this form, read over the Expectations and General Information, and agree to
serve as the student’s faculty sponsor.

Signature of Faculty Sponsor: Date:




A. Expecttions and General | nformation

ENST 390, 391, 392, 498 or 499
Students & Faculty Sponsors: please read before completing application

Purpose of Course Work for Students

Gain practical experience in the field of Environmental Studies

Establish contacts with Faculty and other researchers/workers in Environmental Studies
Acquire technical skills

Read and evaluate scientific literature and other advance texts

Expand skills in communicating results

Learn how experiments are designed and conducted

To Register

Credit

Complete and submit this form to Barbara Winston in the EPSC building, room 244

Students should average about 10-12 hrs. per week for 3 units of credit for Directed Research. A
plan for the time commitment and project goals should be arranged between the student and the
faculty sponsor.

If a student wants to spend 6 hrs/wk for 2 units of credit, the mentor will be asked to verify that it
is a worthwhile project.

3 units of credit or more must be completed if this course is to be used to satisfy the Capstone
Experience requirement for the Environmental Studies major

The faculty sponsor should assign a grade of Incomplete (I) if the time commitment agreed upon
has not been met. This “I” can be changed to “Pass” by work the student completes after the
semester is over

Expectations of Students and Mentors

Care must be take for the success of a student’s initial research experience

The setting must be active and productive where good work is done and published

Students should work directly with the faculty sponsor or with someone of the sponsor’s choice:
research associate, post-doc, senior graduate student, technician. We ask 4 things of the sponsor:
(1) be certain that the other supervisor is enthusiastic about the arrangement, (2) continue to
accept responsibility for the student, (3) monitor progress in understanding and achievement, (4)
lend encouragement

Tasks assigned should be for learning related to the student’s project

Student or sponsor is free to terminate the arrangement after one semester

Projects should have defined goals, even though the goals are often not met in one semester. The
Environmental Studies Program recommends the student give formal reports at appropriate times
or at the end of the semester



B. Qualificationsfor Latin Honors

To be eligible for such Honors, you must have maintained a 3.5 grade point average through the final semester.

The Program’s recommendation for Honors is based on grade point average (GPA), and submission of a Senior
Honors Thesis. Be aware that conferral of Honors requires the recommendation not only of the major department
but also of the Committee on Honors of the College of Arts and Sciences.

The Program’s guidelines for levels of Senior Honors are as follows:
I. A.B. cum laude: a minimum GPA of 3.5, and a satisfactory Senior Honors Thesis.
II. A.B. magna cum laude: a minimum GPA of 3.65, and an outstanding Senior Honors Thesis.
III. A.B.summa cum laude: a minimum GPA of 3.8, and an exceptional Senior Honors Thesis,
The Senior Honors thesis should reflect substantial effort. It should begin with an introduction putting the work into
an environmental studies context while reviewing relevant literature. A methods section, more extensive than a
journal article’s, should demonstrate that the student understands the methods used. Results and discussion may be
combined or presented separately. Tables, figures, and bibliographies should be in a standard form. As a student
rarely completely solves a problem within the available time, an indication of what should be done next is often
appropriate.
The Honors Thesis will be read by a committee** of at least three faculty members and its merit evaluated in accord
with the level of Honors considered. The student should select a faculty member to guide the generation of this
thesis the semester before the work is to begin. The Honors Thesis should be completed and given to the
student’s committee members by Spring Break of their senior year.

Please consider me a candidate for Honors:

Student’s Signature: Date:

I agree to participate as a reader and advisor for this student as he/she completes a thesis (Please sign below).

Primary Advisor/Reader Date:
Second Reader Date:
Third Reader Date:

TO THE STUDENT: Please obtain the appropriate signatures from all advisors/readers. Leave a copy of this form
with each reader.

TO THE FACULTY: If you have any questions about your obligations as a reader, please contact the
environmental studies office.

Time Line B Senior Year, for students graduating in May.

End of October (Senior year) students should have turned in a prospectus of their project to their faculty sponsor.

Middle of February, students should have turned in a draft of their thesis to their faculty sponsor for suggested
revisions.

Final version of the project is due Monday, after Spring Break to the committee**. A final copy of the thesis, with
all the changes requested by the committee is due in April.

Students must register for EnSt 498 (Fall) and EnSt 499 (Spring) in order to receive credit for their Honors Thesis.



